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Superintendent’s
Perspective
George Barna (Barna Group)
said that, “Vision is the ability to
understand the history, the present
condition, and the potential of the
church [school], and to conceive a
plan for action that will maximize
the ministry potential. More often
than not, vision is a result of having
spent much time absorbing the facts
about the community, knowing the
resources upon which the church
[school] can call (people, funding,
facilities, equipment, etc.), and
devising sound but creative strategies
for moving forward. Vision always
entails progress: it is never satisfied
with the status quo.”
The leadership of Trinity Christian
School should never be satisfied with
status quo as well. During the last
year, the board and administration
has been working to create a vision
for progress. I am very thankful for
the work that has been done on
behalf of the school community.
The countless hours committed
to this project will as Barna states,
“maximize the ministry potential.” I
have included seven major initiatives
in this article.
Ensure that Jesus is our focus.
Continuously improve our
educational programs.
3. Continue to enhance the
compensation, benefits,
and supportive Christian
working environment for
Continued on page 3

From Vision to Reality
It was the perfect scene. With the
picturesque West Virginia hills as a backdrop
and the festive tones of the marching
band setting the mood, the Trinity school
community gathered together in prayer and
celebration to dedicate the new athletic field
on October 1, 2013.
Spiritual Advisory Board member Pastor
David Linn opened the ceremony with
prayer, followed by spirit competitions
involving all the students from grades
kindergarten through eleventh. The senior
class acted as judges for the underclassmen’s
cheers and posters, and presented awards at
the end of the day.
Superintendent Ken Howard commented,
“It was a fantastic event...and an
unbelievable demonstration of school spirit
and leadership from our senior class.”
In acknowledging the donors and businesses
that contributed nearly $800,000 for the

project, Business Manager Johan Pot quoted
a verse, “the Lord declares, ‘…for those who
honor me I will honor’” (NIV, 1 Samuel
2:30).
Anderson Excavating, Brian and Michelle
Blankenship, Rick and Linda Day with
Pediatric and Teenage Dentistry, Greer
Industries, Hayes Family Charitable Trust,
Hazel Ruby McQuain Charitable Trust,
Jeff Hostetler, Jordan Auto Parts, LEMAC
Mine Service, MedExpress, Mountaineer
Contractors, The NFL Foundation, Parrotta
Paving Company, Preston Contractors,
John and Liz Raese, Dr. and Mrs. Dominic
Raymond, Steve and Stephanie Solomon,
Weldon Family Trust, and West Virginia
Radio Corporation were thanked for their
support.
The field dedication was the culmination
of a decade-old vision. The vision required
resources and ingenuity, partnering and
sacrifice to reach full fruition. Local business
Continued on page 3
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After playing 6 on 6 football this season, the Warriors plan to expand to a JV program for 2014-15.

kids. They have been very receptive to the marching idea and
seem to enjoy it. As a whole they are positive and I am seeing
leaders emerge during the rehearsals. The fear they had was the
size, but their confidence will only continue to grow. I am very
excited to see where this can lead.
Technology in the Classroom

1:1 Technology Initiative

Chris Kolar directs the Warrior marching band for a rehearsal.

Q & A with

Chris Kolar, Band Teacher & Director
How has your previous experience in youth ministry
influenced your teaching?

Today’s students need to be prepared for jobs yet to be created.
Nearly every Fortune 500 company and nonprofit agency
now have departments that manage social networking sites—
something that did not exist five years ago. As Christian
educators, it is critical that we train and equip our students by
increasing the use of digital technology in the classroom. We
want to help students understand their devices are tools, not just
toys.
Our eventual goal is for each student to be equipped with a
digital device (1:1) for use within the classroom. These are steps
the administration is currently taking towards that goal:

In graduate school, the church I attended had around 35
college kids in a group, officially known on campus as Colonels
4 Christ (Eastern Kentucky University is the Colonels). I got
close to them really quick. I taught a bible study with the group
for a quarter. I fell in love with the group, the church and the
idea.
When I graduated, it was very hard to leave. I came back home
and spent a year subbing. When I heard about the opening at
Trinity I was eager to apply because it combined the two things
that I was torn on when I left Kentucky. The opportunity to
teach music as well as talk about God was something I did not
want to pass up.
Who has most impacted you as a teacher and why?
Two teachers from high school stand out. First is Mrs.
Anderson, my Spanish teacher. Her passion for teaching
and love of the students was evident every day. She handled
problems well without incident and was always soft spoken.
The other was my band director Mr. Vingle. His desire was to
bring out our best while not destroying the love of music. We
always performed well and won many competitions because
we believed in what he told us. I knew when I decided to be a
band director it was a result of my high school experience.
What are you most excited about this year in the TCS Band
Program?
Definitely the marching band. Marching was my favorite part
of being in band, and I feel the kids are responding really well.
It is a new experience and I think it will be the beginning of the
growth of our fine arts department. Aside from football games,
the band will be playing at local community events as well.
Once the kids see the excitement they bring to spectators, the
program will really take off!
The other thing that excites me is the overall attitude of the
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A middle school student quickly locates a website to conduct research for a
class project by using a QR reader app on his phone.
1. We will be training our teachers through professional
development sessions to aid them in the paradigm shift that must
occur in order to effective use digital technology to improve their
instruction.
2. Teacher training will concentrate on best practices that
emphasizes the content taught, rather than the device. The focus
will always be on learning, not the technology employed.
3. We will work to procure funding to upgrade our infrastructure
to support multiple mobile devices, to provide our teachers with
a device for classroom use, and to purchase a small number of
devices for loan to students who are unable to afford their own.
Trinity is excited to expand this initiative as resources become
available. We will continue to inform parents and students of
the changes we are making as we advance toward our goal of 1:1
technology use.

Focus on Middle School

Technology: Practical Applications
If you walk into a 6th or 7th grade Social Studies class, don’t be
surprised to see students with their cell phones in hand or mobile
devices on their desks. Students are utilizing their devices in the
classroom and teachers are seeing a higher level of engagement as
a result.
“In middle school, they are using their devices daily,” said teacher
Kalyn Pierson. For a study of Egypt, Mrs. Pierson created QR
codes for accessing online resources, enabling students to directly
obtain information for their class projects.
During a recent classroom discussion, she introduced students to
an app that tracks volcanic eruptions worldwide. The enthusiasm
was evident, with some students continuing to stay apprised of
volcanic activity on their own time.
“Being able to take advantage of that teachable moment,” is one
of the benefits of increasing technology use in the classroom, cited
Mrs. Pierson.
Technology also enables teachers to equip students with
supportive tools that they can use outside the classroom. Middle
school math teacher Cathy Garner utilizes Edmodo, a secure
social learning network where students can access resources,
receive homework assistance, and communicate with each other.
Mrs. Pierson uploads her classroom lectures to a dropbox for
students to retreive during class or after school hours.
Advancements in technology are helping to equip and engage
our students in and outside the classroom to greater levels, all the
while enhancing the educational experience.

From Vision to Reality (from pg.1)
leaders and school supporters came alongside the school to form
a team - a team that would never take to the field, but worked
tirelessly behind the scenes to see the vision fulfilled.
The current and future students of Trinity Christian School
are the beneficiaries. The Warrior girls’ soccer team and the
boys’ football team can now refer to the beautiful grass field
with mountaintop views as home field. In addition, the Warrior
Marching Band has a place to prepare for local band festivals and
perform half-time shows.
The practice area adjoining the field has been an added benefit,
allowing for simultaneous team workouts and a play area for
recess. Elementary teachers have observed an increase in orderly
and structured play due to the spacious practice field that is now
available to the students. The athletic field is a legacy that will
impact our school community for years to come.

Superintendent’s Perspective (from pg.1)
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our instructional and support staff, ensuring a strong and
motivated team.
Articulate our strategic vision and secure the resources
needed for success.
Develop a model communications system which will enable
our school family and supporters to fully connect with us.
Develop and create facilities to achieve our mission.
Maintain fiscal integrity and stability for future generations.

In His service,
Mr. Ken Howard
Alumni Initiative

Giving Back
In high school, Nate Webster (class of ’07) was an active and
engaged Trinity student, known for his community service and
environmental concerns. A natural leader on campus, it was
fitting that Nate received and accepted an appointment to the
United States Military Academy at West Point his senior year.
As a current member of the military, Nate is no stranger to
a life of service. Once again, he wants to give back. Grateful
for his educational opportunities, Nate has set up a Least of
These Scholarship to be awarded to a 2013-14 senior of Trinity
Christian School. This $500 award will be given to a student
who demonstrates “a dedication to selfless service, leadership,
bettering oneself, improving the community both locally and
globally, and pursuing a life of Christ-like service to the ‘least of
these’ in our world.”

Social Studies students rewrote sections of the Trinity Student Handbook
from the TCS website, mimicking the writing style of Hammurabi’s code.

We look forward to announcing the recipient of this scholarship
during Trinity’s Senior White Day on May 20, 2014. Thank you
Nate for giving back to the Trinity Christian School community!
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Alumni News
Lauren Neely ’01 served as the Range Services Manager for
the recent launch of NASA’s Lunar Atmosphere and Dust
Environment Explorer (LADEE). LADEE is a robotic mission
that will orbit the moon to gather detailed information about the
lunar atmosphere, conditions near the surface and environmental
influences on lunar dust. Lauren, a 2005 Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute graduate with a degree in Electrical Engineering, is an
employee of LJT & Associates who contracts to NASA.
Mark Hasbani and Natalie (Gordon) Hasbani ’07
Mark and Natalie were married in July of 2012 and
currently reside in Boston, MA.

technician at the University of Michigan, and eventually decided
to pursue graduate education. She is currently a Master’s of
Public Health student at Boston University and will graduate
this January with hopes to pursue a career in Epidemiology.
Both Mark and Natalie are truly appreciative for the Christcentered education they received at Trinity.
Zach Stouffer ’11 is currently an apprentice auctioneer
with Joe R. Pyle Complete Auction and Realty Service.
Zach made his debut as a barker during Trinity’s recent Annual
Benefit Auction.

Mark Hasbani attended West Virginia University after high
school, and received a B.A. in Philosophy with a minor in
Professional Writing in 2010. After gleaning some professional
experience in the legal field, he decided to apply to law school.
He currently is in his second year at New England School of Law
in Boston, MA. He also works as a legal clerk in the law firm of
Donoghue, Barret & Singal, where he will work upon graduation
in corporate health law.
Natalie Hasbani also attended West Virginia University after
high school, and received a B.S. in Exercise Physiology with a
minor in Biology in 2011. Afterwards, Natalie worked as a lab

Alumnus Zach Stouffer at the Annual Benefit Auction.
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Citynet CFO Todd Dlugos and TCS Superintendent Ken Howard recently signed
the agreement to recognize our newly formed Partnership in Education.

Thank you to our Partners in Education: Citynet & My Bank! First United Bank & Trust

Trinity Christian School admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of
race, color national or ethnic origin in the administration of educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, athletic or other school administered programs.
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