AP Lang Summer Reading List and Course Required Texts

Welcome to AP Language and Composition! This course focuses on the art and science of writing,
grammar, and rhetoric. As such the reading list will be much different than literature classes. The main
focus of the course and the AP exam is analysis and application of the main concepts in rhetoric and
writing which allows us to individualize assignments. There are a few texts, that | will mandate we all
read and main areas in which you will have the freedom to choose.

Required Summer Reading:

An Autobiography of your choice

A Biography on the same person as the autobiography
Summer Assignment:

Watch these links to develop a basic rhetoric vocabulary:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UeGesJgnNH4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3kIMM9BkW50

Explain the Conflict: Analyze Five episodes that are detailed in both books. (Full Rubric and Instructions
included below.)

Required Texts for the Course:

Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis

The Righteous Mind by Jonathan Haidt
The Abolition of Man by C.S. Lewis
The Singularity is Near by Ray Kurzweil
Rosenberg World Mythology

https://www.amazon.com/World-Mythology-Donna-

Rosenberg/dp/0844257672/ref=sr 1 1?crid=3DFYJA1DDBAL7&dib=eyJ21joiMSJ9.gaOixXtrkfgbj4p2j9eH
VcxID6-

FUambwKMmMIuY9U7Lb2e7)JghcidtD7u0 cOgEDw AKdKOPhUo9uZupHfS60AfnfTUtNSIRykJlulyH4-
fekulW2JhwDgcKI6EBwHxpWhgAk6S-

QyG4gxglmMpOLyUZC1DAIEK2 kBNDakz u4K dYOrPmOAf8kzvQ8rN9FrnDJ49vMkwAYxpZ-fu RQg4liST-
ObtFHHcDRaY7GLA.n5T4TDgcgMfaiB4yOOC7t11ZBF8fDiC788ipMnwDiD0&dib tag=se&keywords=rosen
berg+world+mythology&qid=1779218238&sprefix=rosenburg+world+mytholog%2Caps%2C167&sr=8-1

Cry, the Beloved Country


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UeGesJgnNH4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3klMM9BkW5o
https://www.amazon.com/World-Mythology-Donna-Rosenberg/dp/0844257672/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3DFYJA1DDBAL7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gaOixXtrkfgbj4p2j9eHVcxID6-FUambwKMmMIuY9U7Lb2e7JghcjdtD7u0_cOgEDw_AKdK0PhUo9uZupHfS6OAfnfTUtNSlRykJIuIyH4-fekulW2JhwDgcKI6BwHxpWhgAk6S-QyG4gxglmMpOLyUZC1DAIEk2_kBNDakz_u4K_dY0rPm0Af8kzvQ8rN9FrnDJ49vMkwAYxpZ-fu_RQq4liST-ObtFHHcDRaY7GLA.n5T4TDqcqMfaiB4yOOC7t11ZBF8fDiC788ipMnwDiD0&dib_tag=se&keywords=rosenberg+world+mythology&qid=1779218238&sprefix=rosenburg+world+mytholog%2Caps%2C167&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/World-Mythology-Donna-Rosenberg/dp/0844257672/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3DFYJA1DDBAL7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gaOixXtrkfgbj4p2j9eHVcxID6-FUambwKMmMIuY9U7Lb2e7JghcjdtD7u0_cOgEDw_AKdK0PhUo9uZupHfS6OAfnfTUtNSlRykJIuIyH4-fekulW2JhwDgcKI6BwHxpWhgAk6S-QyG4gxglmMpOLyUZC1DAIEk2_kBNDakz_u4K_dY0rPm0Af8kzvQ8rN9FrnDJ49vMkwAYxpZ-fu_RQq4liST-ObtFHHcDRaY7GLA.n5T4TDqcqMfaiB4yOOC7t11ZBF8fDiC788ipMnwDiD0&dib_tag=se&keywords=rosenberg+world+mythology&qid=1779218238&sprefix=rosenburg+world+mytholog%2Caps%2C167&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/World-Mythology-Donna-Rosenberg/dp/0844257672/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3DFYJA1DDBAL7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gaOixXtrkfgbj4p2j9eHVcxID6-FUambwKMmMIuY9U7Lb2e7JghcjdtD7u0_cOgEDw_AKdK0PhUo9uZupHfS6OAfnfTUtNSlRykJIuIyH4-fekulW2JhwDgcKI6BwHxpWhgAk6S-QyG4gxglmMpOLyUZC1DAIEk2_kBNDakz_u4K_dY0rPm0Af8kzvQ8rN9FrnDJ49vMkwAYxpZ-fu_RQq4liST-ObtFHHcDRaY7GLA.n5T4TDqcqMfaiB4yOOC7t11ZBF8fDiC788ipMnwDiD0&dib_tag=se&keywords=rosenberg+world+mythology&qid=1779218238&sprefix=rosenburg+world+mytholog%2Caps%2C167&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/World-Mythology-Donna-Rosenberg/dp/0844257672/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3DFYJA1DDBAL7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gaOixXtrkfgbj4p2j9eHVcxID6-FUambwKMmMIuY9U7Lb2e7JghcjdtD7u0_cOgEDw_AKdK0PhUo9uZupHfS6OAfnfTUtNSlRykJIuIyH4-fekulW2JhwDgcKI6BwHxpWhgAk6S-QyG4gxglmMpOLyUZC1DAIEk2_kBNDakz_u4K_dY0rPm0Af8kzvQ8rN9FrnDJ49vMkwAYxpZ-fu_RQq4liST-ObtFHHcDRaY7GLA.n5T4TDqcqMfaiB4yOOC7t11ZBF8fDiC788ipMnwDiD0&dib_tag=se&keywords=rosenberg+world+mythology&qid=1779218238&sprefix=rosenburg+world+mytholog%2Caps%2C167&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/World-Mythology-Donna-Rosenberg/dp/0844257672/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3DFYJA1DDBAL7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gaOixXtrkfgbj4p2j9eHVcxID6-FUambwKMmMIuY9U7Lb2e7JghcjdtD7u0_cOgEDw_AKdK0PhUo9uZupHfS6OAfnfTUtNSlRykJIuIyH4-fekulW2JhwDgcKI6BwHxpWhgAk6S-QyG4gxglmMpOLyUZC1DAIEk2_kBNDakz_u4K_dY0rPm0Af8kzvQ8rN9FrnDJ49vMkwAYxpZ-fu_RQq4liST-ObtFHHcDRaY7GLA.n5T4TDqcqMfaiB4yOOC7t11ZBF8fDiC788ipMnwDiD0&dib_tag=se&keywords=rosenberg+world+mythology&qid=1779218238&sprefix=rosenburg+world+mytholog%2Caps%2C167&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/World-Mythology-Donna-Rosenberg/dp/0844257672/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3DFYJA1DDBAL7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gaOixXtrkfgbj4p2j9eHVcxID6-FUambwKMmMIuY9U7Lb2e7JghcjdtD7u0_cOgEDw_AKdK0PhUo9uZupHfS6OAfnfTUtNSlRykJIuIyH4-fekulW2JhwDgcKI6BwHxpWhgAk6S-QyG4gxglmMpOLyUZC1DAIEk2_kBNDakz_u4K_dY0rPm0Af8kzvQ8rN9FrnDJ49vMkwAYxpZ-fu_RQq4liST-ObtFHHcDRaY7GLA.n5T4TDqcqMfaiB4yOOC7t11ZBF8fDiC788ipMnwDiD0&dib_tag=se&keywords=rosenberg+world+mythology&qid=1779218238&sprefix=rosenburg+world+mytholog%2Caps%2C167&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/World-Mythology-Donna-Rosenberg/dp/0844257672/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3DFYJA1DDBAL7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gaOixXtrkfgbj4p2j9eHVcxID6-FUambwKMmMIuY9U7Lb2e7JghcjdtD7u0_cOgEDw_AKdK0PhUo9uZupHfS6OAfnfTUtNSlRykJIuIyH4-fekulW2JhwDgcKI6BwHxpWhgAk6S-QyG4gxglmMpOLyUZC1DAIEk2_kBNDakz_u4K_dY0rPm0Af8kzvQ8rN9FrnDJ49vMkwAYxpZ-fu_RQq4liST-ObtFHHcDRaY7GLA.n5T4TDqcqMfaiB4yOOC7t11ZBF8fDiC788ipMnwDiD0&dib_tag=se&keywords=rosenberg+world+mythology&qid=1779218238&sprefix=rosenburg+world+mytholog%2Caps%2C167&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/World-Mythology-Donna-Rosenberg/dp/0844257672/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3DFYJA1DDBAL7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gaOixXtrkfgbj4p2j9eHVcxID6-FUambwKMmMIuY9U7Lb2e7JghcjdtD7u0_cOgEDw_AKdK0PhUo9uZupHfS6OAfnfTUtNSlRykJIuIyH4-fekulW2JhwDgcKI6BwHxpWhgAk6S-QyG4gxglmMpOLyUZC1DAIEk2_kBNDakz_u4K_dY0rPm0Af8kzvQ8rN9FrnDJ49vMkwAYxpZ-fu_RQq4liST-ObtFHHcDRaY7GLA.n5T4TDqcqMfaiB4yOOC7t11ZBF8fDiC788ipMnwDiD0&dib_tag=se&keywords=rosenberg+world+mythology&qid=1779218238&sprefix=rosenburg+world+mytholog%2Caps%2C167&sr=8-1

Biography Comparison Pass/Fail Rubric

Criteria

To Earn a "PASS"

"FAIL" Indicators

Identification of
Episodes

The student clearly identifies 5 distinct
chronological or thematic events that
appear in both texts.

Fewer than 5 episodes;
episodes do not overlap in
both books.

Selection of
Detail (The
"Wh at")

Student identifies specific details included
in one version but omitted in the other.
They must quote or paraphrase specific

evidence from both texts.

Summarizes the event
generally without noting
differences in specific
details or "evidence."

Rhetorical
Analysis (The
"HOW")

The Core Requirement: Student explains
why the accounts differ. They must use AP
terms like Tone, Diction, Ethos, Bias, or
Audience.

Simply states that the
accounts are different
without explaining the
rhetorical reason behind the
difference.

Perspective &
Purpose (The
"Why")

Student connects the differences back to
the author’s purpose. (e.g., "The subject
uses Pathos to excuse this failure, whereas
the biographer uses Logos to highlight the
ethical lapse.")

Fails to consider the "First
Person" vs. "Third Person"
motivation.

Synthesis &
Conclusion

Student provides a concluding reflection on
which version felt more "reliable" and how
the author's worldview (secular vs.
Christian, if applicable) influenced the
narrative.

No concluding synthesis;
the paper just ends after the
5th episode.

Length

Total Paper 5 Pages

Less than 3 pages




